
Questions Submitted to FY 2026 RFP Call: 

Q: When preparing a budget for a Priority Communities grant that includes strategic planning, can 

staff time be included? Or should it just be the time/expense of external facilitator(s)? 

A: Yes, staff time may be included as long as there is a clear connection between their activities and 

the proposed project that has clear benefits to a priority community.  Additionally, staff time can 

only be utilized within the budget period of the award, after 10/1/2025.  Anything prior to that 

date may not be included in the budget. 

 

Q: Is a non-profit organization eligible to apply for grant funding that will serve priority 

communities even though MDC is not within the boundary of the priority community? 

A: Any 501(C)(3) non-profit is eligible to receive funding whether they are in a priority community 

or not. The project MUST benefit a priority community, and the Letter of Intent should clearly make 

connections on how the project will be delivered to the benefit of identified priority communities. 

 

Q:  For the capacity building efforts within nonprofits that serve priority communities, must their 

capacity building project be clearly tied to the improvement of the Indian River Lagoon or just how 

it is improving/providing long-term benefits to the priority community? Our non-profit works with 

175 of other local nonprofits in and serving Brevard and Volusia Counties. Many of them are in the 

neighborhoods identified in the RFP. We wanted to get clarification on the above as these partners 

vary in sizes and scopes and it might help us determine if we share it with specific agencies that 

have programs/services that align. 

A: The criteria for this RFP are: 1) The project has a clear benefit to an identified priority 

community; and 2) The project has a connection to the IRL Comprehensive Conservation and 

Management Plan (CCMP).  This second requirement is very broad and there are many ways an 

organization could make that connection. We recommend reading about the 32 vital signs and their 

action plans in the document so you can assess potential connections. It will be up to each 

organization to make the case there are connections between the CCMP, the project and the priority 

community. 

 

Q: Are funds distributed quarterly or withheld until project completion for the Water Quality RFP? On page 6 for the Water Quality RFP, it states that “Funds administered through this program are 
typically provided as a single reimbursement after project completion.” However, on page 28, it states that “Recipient shall submit an itemized invoice for the reimbursable expenses incurred during the previous quarter by one of the following methods.” 

A: Page 28 is part of the sample agreement, and we change that wording depending on the recipient’s cash flow. The wording on page 6 is the default but we would work with the recipient to 
be as accommodating as possible to ensure a successful project. 

 

Q: I was wondering if you could provide some additional information regarding “Exhibit B”. I don’t 
see any mention of it in the RFP for Category 2 proposals, but I see it is listed as a requirement for 

some of the other categories. Is Exhibit B required? 

A: Exhibit B is utilized only for federally funded projects. Category 2, Habitat Restoration, is not 

funded federally and so does not require Exhibit B to be submitted. 


