
NOTICE OF DECISION 

 

DATE:   February 14, 2022 

TO:  All Respondents to RFP 2022-04 
  Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program: 
 FY 2023 Request for Proposals Category 4: Science and Innovation 

FROM:  Daniel Kolodny, Chief Operating Officer 

SUBJECT: Notice of Decision 

 

As a result of the above-mentioned Request for Project Proposals, the IRL Council’s Board of 
Directors approved the proposal ranking and project funding as follows (More detailed 
information is provided in Attachment 1): 

1. A Preliminary Characterization of Microcystin in Coastal-Dwelling Mammals in the 
Indian River Lagoon, Florida (Florida Institute of Technology) 

2. Suffocating Sand; Mapping Hypoxia and its Impacts on Benthic Nutrient Fluxes in 
the IRL (Florida Institute of Technology) 

3. Enhancing Living Shorelines: How can we manipulate Spartina alterniflora 
plantings to improve impaired waters by stabilizing sediment and reducing 
nutrients? (University of Florida) 

4. Unintended Consequences: Are Non-Plastic Materials Now Used in Coastal 
Restoration Always Better for the Indian River Lagoon? (University of Central 
Florida) 

5. Manatee Observation and Education Center Seagrass Restoration Project (The 
Manatee Observation and Education Center) 
 

Attached please find the ranking and funded/not-funded document (Attachment 1) and a 
document entitled “BID/RFP PROTEST PROVISION” (Attachment 2), which describes certain 
rights you may have regarding this decision. You should pay close attention to the time 
limitations specified in the BID/RFP PROTEST PROVISION. 

If you have any questions or comments based on the above recommendation, please call me at 
(772) 216-7148. 

 

Enclosures 

Attachment 1 — Final Rankings of Funded and Not-Funded Proposals  
Attachment 2 — BID/RFP PROTEST PROVISION 



Attachment 1 – Final Rankings of Funded/Not-Funded Proposals 

Funded / 
Not 

Funded 
Rank Applicant Project Title Amount Funded Cost Share 

Match Total Project Cost 

Funded 1 
Florida 

Institute of 
Technology 

A Preliminary 
Characterization of 
Microcystin in Coastal-
Dwelling Mammals in the 
Indian River Lagoon, 
Florida 

$30,039.00 $30,039.00 $60,078.00 

Funded 2 
Florida 

Institute of 
Technology 

Suffocating Sand; 
Mapping Hypoxia and its 
Impacts on Benthic 
Nutrient Fluxes in the IRL 

$73,898.00 $36,900.00 $110,798.00 

Funded 3 University of 
Florida 

Enhancing Living 
Shorelines: How can we 
manipulate Spartina 
alterniflora plantings to 
improve impaired waters 
by stabilizing sediment 
and reducing nutrients? 

$99,618.00 $34,601.00 $134,219.00 

 

 

Funded 4 University of 
Central Florida 

Unintended 
Consequences: Are Non-
Plastic Materials Now 
Used in Coastal 
Restoration Always 
Better for the Indian 
River Lagoon? 

$60,435.00 $20,208.00 $80,643.00 

 

Funded 5 

The Manatee 
Observation 

and Education 
Center 

Manatee Observation 
and Education Center 
Seagrass Restoration 
Project 

$39,875.00 $79,184.00 $119,059.00 

Not 
Funded 6 

Ocean 
Research & 

Conservation 
Association, 

Inc. 

A Novel Approach to 
Distinguish Among 
Human Waste Sources 
Using a Pollutant Source 
Tree Model 

   

Not 
Funded 7 Nature Folk Inc. 

Inclusion of St. Lucie 
Watershed into Go 
Hydrology 

   

 

 

 

 

 



ATTACHMENT 2 — BID/RFP PROTEST PROVISION 
 

Bid/RFP Protest Provision - This procedure applies to guide the IRL Council in the resolution of all protests 
arising from the competitive award procedures set forth in the IRL Council Operating Procedures Manual. 
The IRL Council required that by submitting a bid/proposal to the IRL Council, bidders agreed to the 
process set forth in this Section. 
 

a.  Notice of Protest - Notice of all IRL Council decisions or intended decisions shall be by posting to 
the IRL Council web site. Any person adversely affected by a bid or request for proposal shall file 
a notice of protest in writing, within two (2) business days from the date on the notice of the 
decision. A formal written protest shall be filed within five (5) business days after the protesting 
party files the notice of protest. No time will be added to the above time limits for mail service. 

b.     Formal Written Protest - The formal written protest shall state with particularity the facts and law 
upon which the protest is based. The formal written protest shall be printed or typewritten and 
contain: 

i.       The name and address of the person or firm filing the protest and an explanation of how 
they are adversely affected by the IRL Council decision or intended decision; 

ii.      Identification of the procurement matter at issue. 

iii.     A statement when the notice of IRL Council decision or intended decision was posted; 

iv.     A statement of all issues of disputed material fact and, if there are none, a statement so 
indicating; 

v.      A concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged; 

vi.     A statement of the applicable law, rule, statute, or other authority upon which the protest 
is based and which entitle the protestor to relief; 

vii.    A specific demand for relief; and 

viii.   Any other information material to the protest. 

c.      Filing Notices of Protest and Formal Protests - All notices of protest and formal protests shall be 
filed by hand delivery, mail or email with the IRL Council’s Executive Director. A protest is not 
timely filed unless both the written notice of protest and the formal protest have been received 
by the IRL Council within the prescribed time limits. Filings received after 5:00 pm will be deemed 
received the next business day. Failure to file a protest within the time prescribed by this Section 
shall constitute a waiver of all claims. 

d.      Stay of Award - Upon receipt of a formal written protest which has been timely filed, the bid 
solicitation or contract award process shall be stayed until the subject of the protest is resolved, 
unless the IRL Council’s Executive Director, with the concurrence of the Board of Directors, sets 
forth in writing particular facts and circumstances which require the continuation of the 
solicitation process or the contract award process without delay in order to avoid an immediate 
and serious danger to the public health, safety or welfare. 



e.      Resolution of Formal Protest - Upon the written request of the protestor or on its own initiative, 
the IRL Council shall provide an opportunity for the protestor to meet with the Executive Director 
to resolve the protest by mutual agreement within seven (7) business days, excluding holidays, of 
receipt of a formal written protest. If the subject of a protest is not resolved by mutual 
agreement within seven (7) business days, excluding holidays, of receipt of the formal written 
protest, or a mutually agreed upon extension of time, the Executive Director shall certify in 
writing to the Board of Directors that there was no resolution and provide the protestor with a 
copy of the certification. 

f.      Quasi-Judicial Hearing - Within seven (7) business days from receipt of written certification that 
there was no resolution, the protestor may provide a written request that the matter be heard 
before the Board of Directors in a quasi-judicial hearing. Failure to provide a written request to 
the Board of Directors within seven (7) business days of notice shall constitute waiver of any 
protest. Upon receipt of a written request, the Board of Directors may, in its discretion, request a 
written response from the Executive Director, and/or schedule the matter for hearing before the 
Board of Directors. Within seven (7) business days from the conclusion of the hearing, the Board 
of Directors will provide a written final decision on the matter to the protestor.  

The protestor may contest the IRL Council’s decision in a court of competent jurisdiction in the 
county court in which the IRL Council’s main office is located no later than thirty (30) calendar 
days after receipt of notice of the IRL Council’s decision, unless otherwise specified within the 
controlling request for proposal or qualification documents. 


