RESOLUTION NO. 2024-06

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE IRL COUNCIL CONTINUING THE
INDIAN RIVER LAGOON NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT, AS
AMENDED, FOR ANOTHER FIVE-YEAR TERM

WHEREAS, in February of 2015, the IRL Council was created as an independent special district of
Florida by Interlocal Agreement, as amended in 2017; and

WHEREAS, the Interlocal Agreement was last renewed by IRL Council Resolution #2019-07 on
November 8, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the IRL Council Interlocal Agreement was made by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, St. Johns River Water Management District, South Florida Water
Management District, Volusia County, Brevard County, Indian River County, St. Lucie County, and
Martin County with representation from each party serving as the IRL Council Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, the IRL Council was established to serve as the host agency of the Indian River Lagoon
National Estuary Program (IRLNEP), one of twenty-eight estuaries authorized in the Federal Clean
Water Act by the U.S. Congress as estuaries of national significance in the National Estuary Program
administered nationally by the United States Environmental Protection Agency; and

WHEREAS, the IRL Council Board of Directors brings together a diverse group of approximately 100
scientists, resource managers, community leaders and citizens in the IRLNEP Management Conference
to serve as advisors and subject-matter experts to guide and support the mission of the IRLNEP; and

WHEREAS, the IRLNEP Management Conference developed and adopted a Comprehensive
Conservation and Management Plan - Looking Ahead to 2030 (CCMP) that identified 32 'Vital Signs for
a healthy Lagoon; and

WHEREAS, the Indian River Lagoon Protection Program was created in 2023 by Governor Ron
DeSantis and the Florida Legislature (373.469 FL Statutes) with the following specific language in
§ 3(c):

Indian River Lagoon Watershed Research and Water Quality Monitoring Program.—The

department, in coordination with the St. Johns River Water Management District, the

South Florida Water Management District, and the Indian River Lagoon National Estuary

Program, shall implement the Indian River Lagoon Watershed Research and Water

Quality Monitoring Program to establish a comprehensive water quality monitoring

network throughout the Indian River Lagoon and fund research pertaining to water

quality, ecosystem restoration, and seagrass impacts and restoration.; and

WHEREAS, the IRL Council has successfully managed program-specific and competitive local cost-
share projects throughout the Indian River Lagoon providing for nutrient reduction, habitat
restoration, monitoring, scientific research and innovation and economic assessments; and

WHEREAS, a summary of the achievements and activities of the IRL Council through the IRLNEP are
more fully set forth in the Annual Report, as well as annual work plans, technical reports and a
comprehensive project story map available on-line at www.onelagoon.org; and
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WHEREAS, the Interlocal Agreement, as amended, provides that the Board of Directors will conduct a
Sunset Review every 5 years, and shall pass a Resolution on whether to terminate, amend or continue

the Interlocal Agreement for another (5) five-year period; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE IRL COUNCIL

THAT:

Section 1. The above recitals are ratified and incorporated into this Resolution 2024- 06

renewing the IRL Council Interlocal Agreement.

Section 2. The Interlocal Agreement, as amended, shall continue for another (5) five-year

period.

Section 3. The next Sunset Review of the IRL Council Interlocal Agreement will take place in or

before August 2029,

Section 4. Resolution 2024-06 shall become effective immediately upon passage.

DULY ADOPTED by the IRL Council Board of Directors this 23rd August 2024 at a regularly

scheduled quarterly public meeting of the IRL Council in the City of Sebastian Chambers

N

]e rower, Chair, IRL Council

?Zak 1h e, (il

yH the ngton Secretary, 0unc1l

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM AND SUFFICIENCY:

S ML~

Ruth A. Holmes, Esq.
Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Rubin, P.A.
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