
 

 

               
 

IRL COUNCIL 

MANAGEMENT BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 11, 2017 

UP THE CREEK FARMS, GRANT-VALKARIA 

 

Attendance: 

Martin Smithson, Duane De Freese, Kathy Hill, Clay Henderson, Vince Lamb, Jim David, George Jones, 

Tom Carey, Vanessa Bessey, Jeff Beal, Tom Campenni, Stu Glass, Tony Catanese, Brad Blais, Laurilee 

Thompson, Bob Musser, Charles Vogt, Chuck Jacoby, Bob Musser, Tom Stratton, Joel Zwemer, Kathy 

LaMartina, Dianne Hughes, Chris Ferraro, Judy Orcutt, Frank Sakuma, Kelli McGee. 

 

Agenda Item 1.  For Information: Call to order.   

Martin Smithson, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order, welcomed all in attendance and led the Board in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Agenda Item 2: Agenda Revisions  

Item 8c in New Business was added – acceptance of audit report 

 

Agenda Item 3. Minutes approval 

Several corrections were offered to the previous minutes.  

 

Tom Carey motioned to accept minutes from the February 7, 2017 meeting. Anthony Catanese seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

Agenda Item 4. For Information: Introductions and new member welcome 

Members introduced themselves. Two new members were introduced: Stu Glass, Town of Indialantic 

representing Space Coast League of Cities and Thomas Campenni, representing Treasure Coast League of 

Cities. 

Agenda Item 5. For information: Public comment 

No public comments were offered. 

 

Agenda Item 6. For Information: Financial Subcommittee Report. 

Joel Zwemer briefed the Board regarding the Financial Subcommittee meeting, stating they had approved 

recommendation that the Board accept the audit report from FY 2015-2016 and also the Final Budget for 

FY 2017-2018. 

 

Duane De Freese asked for additional members of the Financial Subcommittee. Stu Glass and Tom 

Campenni volunteered.  

 

Agenda Item 7: Old Business  

a. 2nd amended interlocal agreement: 



 

 

Duane De Freese briefed the Board regarding the change to the Interlocal Agreement that 

replaces the Indian River County Lagoon Coalition with Indian River County. The Agreement is 

expected to be approved at the June meeting and Indian River County will be seated at that 

meeting.   

 

b. Final Policy Document: 

Duane De Freese reviewed the finalized policy document and requested a motion to recommend 

acceptance by the Board of Directors.  

 

Joel Zwemer made a motion to accept, Vince Lamb seconded. Discussion ensued about several 

minor edits to the document. Joel Zwemer amended his motion to include edits discussed. Jeff 

Beal seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Agenda Item 8: New Business 

a. FY 2017-2018 IRLNEP Final Budget 

Frank Sakuma reviewed the tentative budget approved at the last meeting. The IRLNEP Is 

required to approve a final budget before June 1. Staff is recommending the Management Board 

recommend approval of a final budget that contains no changes from the tentative budget.  

 

Joel Zwemer motioned to recommend acceptance of Final Budget for FY 2017-2018. Kathy 

LaMartina seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

b. IRLNEP brand roll out 

Kathy Hill briefed the Board on development of the rebranding effort for the IRLNEP. She 

reviewed development of the new logo for the program and showed the development site for the 

new website.  Discussion involved various branding and website considerations as the new brand 

is rolled out. 

 

c. Added agenda item: Acceptance of Audit report 

Frank Sakuma reviewed the Audit Report by James Moore Co. for FY 2015-2016 and asked for a 

motion by the Board to accept the recommendation from the Finance Subcommittee for the Board 

to recommend acceptance by the Board of Directors of the Audit Report. 

 

Anthony Catanese moved to recommend acceptance of the audit report. Vince Lamb seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Agenda Item 9: Executive Director’s Report 

a. EPA 5-year program evaluation: Duane De Freese briefed the Board on the EPA 5-year program 

evaluation that staff has been working on Since January and completed in March. He outlined the 

June site visit and asked for members to make time to meet with the review team. 

 

b. Duane De Freese provided a review of legislative news and updated the Board on State funding 

appropriations for partner organizations (FDEP, SJRWMD). On the Federal side, he reviewed the 

House Estuary Caucus having over 60 members who have requested appropriations for the NEP. 

He will be able to brief caucus members and staff during the spring NEP Tech Transfer meeting 

later in the month. 

 

Agenda Item 10: Topics or Presentations for Upcoming Meetings 

Staff requested topics that the Board wanted to hear about during upcoming meetings. Members 

suggested more information on projects that are underway, what partners are doing, what new 

technologies are coming online to address lagoon problems. Tom Stratton suggested discussions that 



 

 

would mitigate human behaviors. Clay Henderson requested a recurring update on water quality. Duane 

suggested staff put together 3 short projects per meeting: one science/research, one project and one 

technology.  He welcomed additional comments via email or phone. 

 

Agenda Item 11: Final Comments 

• No public comments were offered.  

• Clay Henderson updated the Board on progress in developing Volusia County’s Reasonable 

Assurance Plan.  

 

• Vince Lamb discussed Brevard County’s posting of 6 staff positions associated with oversight of 

the County’s sales tax planning for lagoon projects.  

 

• Jim David updated the Board about the status of his presenting and reporting on CASS and 

aeration.  

•  

• Kelli McGee discussed the 25 Lagoon Ambassadors working through the MDC Citizen’s 

Academy.  

 

• Jeff Beal said FWC is working with Ducks Unlimited to try to attract them back to the region and 

is looking for multiple partners in the southern lagoon on acquisition and restoration of the IRL.  

 

• Anthony Catanese suggested that population growth of 2 million people in the region by 2020 

will have major effects on what we are doing and no one is working on that yet. He encourages 

the Board to start looking at big picture issues focused on growth. Duane suggested a charrette on 

this topic. 

 

• Tom Carey spoke about wet-weather fertilizer purchase and educating more on fertilizer 

ordinances. Volusia has hired a new educator for this topic to better get the word out. 

 

• Brad Blais invited members to participate in the county’s STEM High School Program. 

 

• Laurilee Thompson discussed being in Washington DC last week and seeing the excitement 

among House members and staff about the Estuary Caucus. She suggested that when people 

speak to legislatures about the importance of tourism and estuaries and how one is linked to the 

other. 

 

• Bob Musser stated Port Canaveral is soliciting for summer interns and suggested that people steer 

interested people to the Port website. He also updated the group on FDOT’s plans for upgrading 

SR 528 and including water quality considerations in the projects being discussed.  

 

• Abbie Johnson from SJRWMD announced that the District’s cost-share program is closing this 

week and announced a ribbon-cutting ceremony in Palm Bay to celebrate completion of work on 

Turkey Creek that will improve water quality on the lagoon.  

 

• Kathy LaMartina announced that 10 Mile Creek Retrofit is nerly completed and should be up and 

running by the end of June. 

 

• City of Stuart is having Water Fest April 22 in Memorial Park, Stuart. 

 

• Judy Orcutt announced Indian River County is getting near to announcing the process in how 

they are prioritizing septic to sewer conversions. 

 



 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 12: Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 


